Charlotte, NC 28205

Forward & Address Correction

' et

which is now included in the Memorial.

Station lll Sold; Memorial Stays

For what its worth, RAF Thureigh;
Station 111, and RAE Bedford no longer
exist!

Oh. the land is still there, our memaori-
al ie still there, even some of the old
306th buildings still stand, but the 1200
acre site sweeping across North
Bedfordshire has been sold. Now it is
Thurleigh Airfield Business Park.

Derrick Hockney, senior land agent,
Central Disposal Unit, Ministry of
Deiense, has revealed to Ralph Franklin,
the 206th representative in the Bediord

area, that on 21 Aug the deal was final-
ized to transfer fitle to 3t Modwen
Properties PLC, a Bimingham-based
land development company.

Hockney and Franklin have worked
together for quite some time, as Frankdin
briefed Hockney over much of a day on
the hisiory of the airfield so that Hﬂle land
agent could make a presenta_uun to
Members of Parliament conceming the
whole matter.

Thurleigh as an airfield dates back 10
Jul 40 when work first began on the prop-
erty for the Briish govemnment. By 30
Jun 41 the perimeter irack, two runways
of 1600 yards and 1100 yards, respec-
tively, were compieted along with three
aroups of dispersal poinis. On 24 Jul 41
an RAF warrant officer and 34 men of
ihe RAF arrived to apen the base.

By Oct 41 Thurleigh became one of
several airfields in the immediate areé
designated for American use. and they
became the sites of the original First
Wing hases. This selection was based In

large measure on ielephone linkage
being available between the several
bases and what became Wing head-
guarters near Huntingdon.

Lead Up to Americans

Americans first visited the base 28
Oct 41, and then went on to nearby Little
Staughton. As the new year opened the
RAF became more active and RAF 160
Squadron moved in on 16 Jan. They
brought B24 Liberator aircraft with them,
and they then abruptly departed 23 Feb
42 for Karachi, India. Prior to 160 leaving
18 OTU came and they flew Wellington
bombers. This became the unit which
trained members of the Polish Air Force
in exile. 18 OTU and its planes left 3 Jun
42 and left atf the base the 2813 Air
Defence Squadron, which held the “fort”
uniil members of the 306th made their
first appearance 7 Sep 42,

By the time the 306th arrived there
were three runways at Thurleigh: #1, NE-
SW, was 1970 yards in length; #2, NW-
SE, was approximately 1400 yards, and
#3, N-5, was also 1400 yards. The
expansion work being carrfed on at
Thurleigh was under the direction of the
British Air Ministry Works Directorate.

When the B-17s amived the runways
were under repair. Crews were laying 80
bays of concrete on #1, and repairing the
center section of #2. A detachment of
1J.S. Engineers was repairing the

perimeter track.

{See Page 3)
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Your Gifts Keep
Echoes, Directory

This is the last issue of Echoes for
1856.

There is nothing astounding in this
fact, but it helps point to a problem that
all of us need to help rectify - the status
of our treasury.

You will receive, after this Echoes, a
copy of the 1996 Directory of the
306th. We are down about 50 names
from our last issue, in 1994, But the
drop in numbers has not been as
abrupt as we might have expected.

And the number of registrations for
the Las Vegas reunion points to a
goodly representation of our member-
ship there. That is gratifying. But there-
in lies a part of the problem. There is
enclosed in the Directory a reply enve-
lope, and these need to be returned in
quantity to the treasury if we are going
to pay the bill for the Directory.

If each of you receiving this book will
drop a $10 bill in the envelope and
send it on its way, there will be nothing
o worry about.

And, if you haven't yet made your
contribution to the 306th for 1996,
please do so in the next three months,
so that we wind up the year with a rea-
sonably hiealthy balance in our treasury.

October 1986, Val. 21, No. 4

Las Vegas!
Are You Ready?

More than 500 men, their spouses,
families and assorted guests are aiming
themselves towards Las Vegas, plan-
ning to arrive for the reunion opening
there in the Riviera Hotel late on Monday,
28 October.

Edward J. Hennessy, 365th pilot, and
M/Gen. Bamey Rawlings, 367th pilot,
are the co-chaimmen for the event, while
Christine Rawlings has become well
acquainted with all of you during her
functions as treasurer for the reunion and
handling all of the reunion reservations.

If all goes as expected (based on our
1988 experiences in Las Vegas with the
same crew in charge), it will be a smooth

functioning event, little trouble by all of
the peripherals offered in this world cen-
ter for entertainment, gambling and
vacationing. Oh yes, an increasing num-
ber of our people have also found it a fine

place to five, especially in retirement.

- There are those who travel ke the

turtle, carying their home on their backs,
and they too will be accommodated. RY
reservations can be made at
CircusCircus, by calling (B00)444-Circus.
This park is across Las Vegas Bivd. from
the Riviera and north two or three blocks.
A map elsewhere in this issue will show
you just where the hotel is. Rates are
$12.72 weeknights and $16.92 week-
ends.

Many are expected to armive at the
Riviera on Sunday, and probably the bulk
of the group will be in Monday, in time for
the evening performance of “Splash IY",
a water show that has received rave
notices for a long time. You should be at
the "gate” by 6:45 in order to get seated
property. This is one of the features
offered in the reunion registration fee,

The hospitality area will open at 10
a.m. and continue until 6 p.m., with a
cash bar available from 3 1o 6.

You should have received from the
registration office a copy of the form
which you sent in earlier with your
money, which will serve as your reminder
as o just what events you had commit-
ted yourself to participate in.

The buses will be up and on the road
promptly on Tuesday and Wednesday
momings, to enable you to see some of
the region's exofic real estate, decorated
by Mother Nature with a lavish paint
brush.

On Tuesday momings there will be at
least two buses leaving for the Mount
Charleston-Lee Canyon tour and the
Red Rock Canyon tour. Grayline buses
will carry you in comfort, lunch will be
served at good places, and you will be
retumning at 3:30 p.m.

That will give you a few minutes to
nap, freshen up and be ready to leave at
5:30 for King Arthur's Tournament at The
Excalibur. If you missed the jousting dur-
ing the war years this will be your chance

(See Page 2)



{continued from page 1)

to shampen up on just how toumaments
were run by Arthur and others around
England during one foolish age. These
buses will retum about 8:30, and that will
give you an opportunity o check your
“friendly” slot machines for the best
break of the day.

Wednesday will be spent back on the
buses, with earlier departure hours, first
for the West Rim tour along the Grand
Canyon, a scene you have not seen in all

likelihood. It is three hours each way on Stz e+ W T N Lz Vg e Termeal

the buses and then three hours for your

WASHIMNGTON AVE.

viewing pleasure along the rim, with a
barbeque lunch at the Rim lookout site. ‘
This tour will retum at 5 pm.

A second Grayline tour depariments
at 7:45 a.m. and retums about 3:30 to e Cranssten
take you to Hoover Dam (remember W Coaiason i
reading about this in your Weekly
Reader?, a half century or so to the rear).
During that time you will spend 90 min-
utes on a air conditioned stem whesler

around Lake Mead. Lunch will be at the
Gold Strike Inn.

Table reservations for Thursday's
banguet will be available from 3 fo &
Wednesday in the hospitality area. You
will have to bring eight (8) tickets with you
to get your reservation verified.

Thursday moming features the annu-
al meeting of the Association, and the
officers and directors will have had their
meetings on Monday after amival. We
thini that the 306th is one of the few of
these organizations that does not hold
meetings of its officers during the year.
We have had one such in 20 years and
don't believe the expense is justified.
Instead, meetings are held by confer-
ence ielephone and primarily by mail.

A Belz Factory Outiet \World expedi-

Hion e plenned o e ades on Vnursdes)
TR, R s eeedne, e Tieiera sl

T AL, TEWTTND 21 Noocn.

You may recal Fom e regisiEion

o pou filed out that most of Thursday

svenis are coverad by the univarsal reg-
istration feg: Cociktail party, deluxe ban-
quet dinner, Big Band dance party and
the souvenir photos that will be taken at
vaour tables and retumed to you thers
before you leave.

It you haven't registered yet, check
out the forms on the back page, and put
in a call o Christine Railings, (702)877-
2303, and the Riviera Hotel, (800) &634-
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So You Want to
Live the Longest

If you are planning to be the longest

B

The 306th Bombardment Group Historical
Bszocliation: MiGen. James 5. Chenegy,
president; Robert W. Seelos, vice-
president; Russell A. Strong, secretary;
Robart M. Houser, treasurar, Directors:
Joseph RB. Hathaway. John K. Hickey,
Wallace Peckiam and Donald N. Snook; C.
Dale Briscoe, past president; Edward J.
Hennessy, 1996 reunion chairman. Ralph

Frankiin, Keysoe, Bediordshire, England, have quite a long time to live, reveals a
is our British representative. (Whll Hill,

Keysoe, Beds MK44 2HP, England.  Tele- piece in the August issue of Air Force
phone from US: 011-44-1234-708715, in T

England 1234-708715. gazine. ‘

306th Echoes is published four times annually: The  longevity records  are:

January, April, July and October, and is malled . .
free of charge 1o all known addresses of 306th Revolutionary War, 109; War of 1821,

personnal, 1942-45. Contributions in support of 105; Mexican War, 98: Civil War, North,

this affort may be remitted io the treasurar.
SECRETABY/EDITOR: 109; Civil War, South, 112; Indian Wars,

Handles all changes of address, editorial 101, and SpanishAmerican War, 108.

comments and records: , o
Russell A. Strong, 5323 Cheval PI,, Then, if we say the median birth year

Charlotte, NC 26205. Phone 704/568-3803. for men of the 306th was 1920, that puts

living veteran of any American war, you

rﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁ " the marker out there at 2032 at least,

tributio . . .

ggnﬂ ‘:ﬁn Houser, P.O. 5;:(2 13362, That's a long time to be annoying your
ines, |4 50310, 515/279-49%. reat-grandchildren and great-great-

Des Moines, \ storical Assoaitin great-g . great-g

The 306th Bomb GrouP ‘En":; gamﬁ and 8s a grandchildren!

I %
. Facterally tax-exempt O98TC 1 g T T Tt

Combat Diaries of the 306th Squadrons

306th PUBLICATIONS

Published materials now available from the Group will help you follow the 306th through the combat period, 1942-5:

Day-by-day diaries kept by intelligence officers, of the Squadrons' combat activities. More than 150 pages,

aleo including plane and personnel rosters. Plastic bound.
306th Echoes, on microfiche

Now available from 1876-1994, with a 41-pags indax covering those years. Can be viewed at any fbrary.

Men of the 306th, on microfilm

A ole of 16mm fim duplicates the 306th card file of nearly 9,000 men, including data exiracted from various

*306th records, and personal data on some of the men. 1905 adition,

Mission Reporis

Copies of official reports on each mission you flew, including inteligence summeries, irack charts, formations

and crew [ntermogation reports. Data for some missions may ba missing from the files. Three missions for $5.

OHDEH Fo RM 367th Combat Diary 51700
368th Combat Diary $17.00
369th Combat Diary $17.00__
423rd Combat Diary $17.00__
306th ECHOES' Microfiche: 1975-1994 $15.00___

1892-1954 $ 500 _
Men of The 306th $20.00__
HMake check payable to 906th Bomb Group Assoclation (pricas quoted Include postage and packaging charge
MNarme:
Mailing Address:

Send to: Secretary, 306th BGA, 5323 Cheval Pl., Charlotte, NC 28205
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New Owners for Thurleigh

(continued from page 1)

There was early question as to
whether the runways would hold up
under the pounding of the B-17s, but
the fact that they were all made of con-
crete was considered a favorable situa-
tion. Maintenance of the runways was a
continuing problem into 1945.

Once the deal neared completion,
Hockney invited Franklin to meet Peter
Robbins, who is the representative for
St. Modwens on the Thurleigh Air Field
Business Park.

Robbins has spent time with
Frankiin going over the property and
leaming of its important uses by aviation
during and after WWI.

“The new owners are very interested
in the wartime activities here,” says
Frankiin, ‘and they have provided me
with a wntten confirnation to continue
Yy Work 7 escorting returming 306th
velerans around e remains of tneix
WS none?
Hockney has indicated to Franklin
that the area shown on the accompany-
ing color photo has been reserved from
the sale and that the land marked by the
riangle will be tumed over to the 306th
Bomb Group Association through its
agent, Franklin, to be preserved in per-
petuity in honor of the 306th Bomb
Group and its role in preserving liberty
during WWIL In all likelihood the land
will be fenced so that access is con-
trolled somewhat and the 306th
Memorial will remain for all to see.

Just iMemorial, No Buildings

St. Modwens in its purchase
acquired the old 40th Bomb Wing site,
and the 306th land now does not
include any of the buildings in the back-
ground.

Consideration will be given at the
306th annual meeting to possibly partic-
ipating in a late spring trip to England at
which time the site can be a bit more for-
mally tumed over to the 306th.

One thing is certain, the site of our
Station 111 will not pass from the scene,
despite what men may do in the future.
if you fly at low level over the area you
can see the outlines of the runways,
marked by the lime left in the soil after
the removal of the concrete runways.
The concrete went into forming bedding
for England’s system of motorways.

St. Modwens is now faced with find-
ing tenants to use its property at
Thurleigh Airfield Business Park. A
movie studio is looking at hangar for
storage purposes, and another compa-
ny would like to use the paved areas for
the parking of surplus vehicles.

“Ironically,” says Franklin, “One of the
largest sources of income could come
from farming and St. Modwens is keen

to listen to offers from the local famming
community for the 1000 acres that are
not taken up by runways, perimeter
tracks and buildings.”

Lost Glove Remembered
by Seelos 53 Years Later

Bob Seelos, 368th pilot, and his
wife went to Europe in July, and for
the third time since the end of WWII,
he visited Wuustwezel, Belgium,
where he first dropped in by para-
chute 5 Apr 43. This is his story

As on the previous visits, there
was a great tumout and a reception
in our honor. Along with the usual
speeches, gifts, newspaper cover-
age, etc. During the reception an inci-
dent occurred which brought back an
unbelievable memory.

A Belgian woman came up to my
wife and |,.’asking if | remembered
giving my glove to her brother on that
fateful day 53 years ago. Suddenly |
remembered exactly what had hap-
pened

While flying | wore a pair of leather
gloves with elastic wristbands—I
believe they were Gl issue.

Coming down in my parachute
that day | was mentally trying to
make plans how to get out of my
‘chute in a hurry and to look for cover.
In order to have nothing to impede
my procedure, | took off my right
glove and was placing it in my flight
jacket when | accidentally dropped it
and watched it disappear from sight.

Later, when | was captured and

the Germans were taking me to their
headquarters at the city hall, | was
still wearing the left glove! | clearly
remember the Belgians gathering
along the street giving me the “V for
Victory” sign and that the Germans
were getting quite upset.

| remembered taking off the left
glove and handing it to a boy stand-
ing by the curb. The woman told us
her brother came home with the
glove | gave him.

Then she said, that evening her
father came in from the fields bring-
ing a glove he had found while work-
ing—it was the glove | had dropped
and the mate to the one | had given
his son—unbelievable!

At a later date, the Germans came
and took her brother to a prison
camp, and they didn't know why he
was taken. | assume he was involved
in the Underground as were many in
that area.

When winter came and the weath-
er got cold, she asked the German if
she could send her brother some
gloves. They said it would be all right.
She mailed him my gloves. They
never amved and to this day they
have never received any word as to
the fate her brother met. 4

“Why the Allies Won”’- Excellent WWII Study

by Ricthard Overy: NY, W, W. Norfon & Co., 7996, 396 PP-

If you've been wafting for something really worthwhile
0 read on NN, Ine suspense s over. This book by an
nistofan from Xings College, London, is tne best this
writer has yet gotten in to.
ltis a carefully reasoned document, covering the com-
bat aspects, and then delving thoroughly into such mat-
ters as amms production and design, technology and mili-
tary power, allies and leaders and the moral contest.
He devotes one long chapter to Bombers and Bombing

in which he contends the American and British postwar
evaluations of the impact of the air war were seriously

flawed and that the RAF and USAAF developed the
equipment, the techniques, the strategy and tactics which

led to victory in the air war. This then played a very major

role in the ability of the ground forces to push their way on
to the European continent and win the war.

Overy talks at length of Hitler's personal shortcomings
and his failings to understand the Westem opponents and
to discount the uncaging of the American industrial giant
which provided all of the tools of war in a remarkably short
period of time, but always with the caveat that there were
better ways to do battle, if they could be found and impli-
mented. German weapons changed little from 1939
onward.

Those who belittled the bombing strategies devised by
the British and Americans were proven wrong again and
again, and it was oil, it was the Luftwaffe, it was the power
grid that we needed to destroy to clean up the air over
Nomandy and then all France that eventually let the
infantry and the armor sweep across miles in a day with-
out opposition from the air.

“Damned With Faint Praise”

Overy poses the question: “Did bombing help the Allies
to win the war? The arguments began even before the
war was over, when American and Biritish technical intelli-
gence teams scoured the bomb sites trying to decide
what effect bombing had had on the war effort. The air
force commanders wanted the civilian investigators to
confirm that if bombing had not quite won the war, it had

at least made a major contribution to victory. The civilians,
drawn in the main from academic or business back-
grounds, were at best sceptical of air power claims, at
worst hostile to bombing. Their concluding reports
damned with faint praise: bombing had certainly con-
tributed to undermining resistance in Germany in the last
months of the war, but until then it had done nothing to
reverse the sharp upward trajectory of German produc-
tion, and it had clearly not dented morale sufficiently to
reduce production or produce revolution. It was estimated

that Germany lost only 10 per cent of its. production in

1944, which could hardly be regarded as critical. The view
has persisted since that bombing was a strategic liability, a
wasteful diversion of resources that might more fruitfully
have been used building tanks or laying down ships.”

“There has always seemed something fundamentally
implausible about the contention of bombing’s critics that
dropping almost 2.5 million tons of bombs on tautly
stretched industrial systems and war weary urban popula-
tions would not seriously weaken them. Germany...had no
special immunity...German forces lost half of the weapons
needed at the front, millions of workers absented them-
selves from work, and the economy gradually creaked
almost to a halt. Bombing tumed the whole of Germany, in
Speer’s words, into a ‘gigantic front’. It was a front the
Allies were determined to win,; it absorbed huge resources
on both sides. It was a battlefield in which only the infantry
were missing. The final victory of the bombers in 1944
was, Speer concluded, ‘the greatest lost battle on the
German side...” For all the arguments over the morality or
operational effectiveness of the bombing campaigns, the
air offensive was one of the decisive elements in Allied vic-
tory.”

German Ineptitude

In his concluding chapter, Overy writes: “Air power did
not win the war on its own, but it proved to be the critical
weakness on the Axis side and the greatest single advan-
tage enjoyed by the Allies."Gen. Karl Koller, the last
Luftwaffe chief of staff, in his reflections on defeat, did not
simply attribute the failure in the air to German ineptitude,
but recognized also that Germany’s enemies drew the
right conclusions from the early years of war ‘and with an
iron tenacity built up a superior air force which alone could
lead to victory'.”

It won’t take you long to read Overy’s book, because
you will become so enthralled with parts of it that your
reading time will expand to gather in the information he
lays out.

Despite what the revisionists want to put out today, we
did win World War ll, assuring a forum where the garbled
minds of today’s academics could muddle around and
draw ill-founded conclusions, and it was largely due to air
power that it all came about, and that the infantry and the

armor could perform its functions because the air had
hean cleancad of | 1iflwaffe forcee 1o a larae extent
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By Robert J. Flood

On March 23, 1944, Al Schuering and |
flew our 25th missions. The target was
Dijon, France. “DFC Day! Al noted in his
flight log. The mission lasted six hours and
45 minutes. The weather was fine. The
flak—what there was of it-was light. There
was fighter escort, P47s and P-51s. “A
beautiful mission.” Al wrote, But there was
no party when we [anded, No celebration,
There was ona mare mission to fiy,

Tha next day, March 29, two weeks to a
day after the "Doolitle Deadline” passed,
the day we had to have had 24 notches on
our guns to go home al 25, Schuering's
crew was scheduled for Brunswick. Bamey
Price, our co-pilot for most of our earlier

missions, had checked out after we got
back from flak leave. He was shot down
over St, Omer, France, on the 26th.
The 369th would fly the high squadron.
Al and | considered briefly whether to pass
on Brunswick and wait for a millk run. Bui,
we both agreed, i would have been unfair
fo the rest of the crew, all of whom except

for Harvey Neilsen who had been assigned
io us for his “break in" mission, were in dou-
ble digits. And there was no guarantee that
a milk run would offer better odds. | think
the feeling was it was just another mission,
Lt. Gerald Heywood and three of his crew,
Li. Jack Baliff, nay, T/Sql. Bilie Oldfield,
enginaet, and TISgl Jerome Byenson,
TR, e e Trlenng, un.

HE wee SEet o eat the sguadion
that day: Al apted instead for the lead of the

second element. Heywood would fake the
number seven siof befind us.
Brunswick was a tough target. We had
been there before on January 30. The flak
had been light but the fighters had been
froublesome, despite the presence of P-
47s and P-51s.
But, the gods seemed to be with us that
day. The sky was generally clear, about
S10ths at 19,000 feet with more clouds
over the continent at 4000. Flak was negli-
gible. There wasn't a Germnan fighter in
sight. The only worrisome thing, and Al
commented on it a couple of times, was the
tendency of the squadron to drift out from
the lead, oo far for safety. We would get
closer only to drift again. It was very ner-
vous-rmaking.

Approaching the |P there was a B-24
Giroup in front of us, | was surpriced 1o see
that whatever flak there was over the target
was sparse and well below the 24s. A good
omen. Our tum came. A smooth, short
bomb run and bombs away, We tumed off
the target and headed back to Blighty on a

back azimuth of the route we took in. Still
no sight of the Luftwaffe, but no sign of
escort either, although we knew they were
in the general vicinity. And the drift away
from the lead squadron continued, Bad
omen. Adding to that was a briliant, stab-
bing aftemoon sun hit us smack head an,
We passed Hannover a few miles to the
south of our line of flight. Al griped about
the farmation. Then | caught a glimpse of
Heywood's aircraft sliding across the gap
between the high and lead squadrons as if
to seek safety in the empty seventh siot in
the lead squadron. He must have felt ner-
vous about the way the squadron was
maving in and out.
Then out of the goddamned sun came

band. | handed him the first-aid pack and
told him to keep the pad where it was and
replace it when it got soggy.

From that point everybody was busy.

We had dropped out of formation. Two
engines were out. Al headed for some
clouds, but they soon evaporated. The
109s picked us up again. All guns except
Jack's were firing. Later we estimated we
had destroyed or damaged at least six
Gemman a/c.

Curses mingled with prayers on the
intercom, Fire broke out in the bomb bay. Al
put the a/c into a steep dive and literally
blew the fire out. We were in and out of law
level clouds. Ground fire began to track us.
But we were still aibome and had two
working engines. We had a chance. Then
our luck ran out all together. Number four
began to falter badly.

Our altitude was about 400 feet and our
air speed hovered around B0. Al ordered
ditching procedure and everyone except Al
and Meilsen scrambled back to the radio
room.

| disconnected the bombsight head and
dumped it out of the forward hatch on the
way back. Al made a smooth wheels-up
landing across irrigated farm land on the
edge of Steinhuder Meer, a lake slightly
northwest of Hannover. We all got out of
the aimlane and most of the crew took off
n different directions, bt all heading

frEd SOThE Woods el seemed o be a

e OF more away.

Al and | stood next to our B-17. The fire
had bumed a hole in the bomb bay area
large enough to walk through. We shook
hands. We had finished up together. Our

four was completed—almost. | remember
looking up at the 8th Air Force going home
without us. | cursed out loud.

Again | realized that there would be no

party. Frank Yarsky, our crew chief, would
wait and watch for our return in vain. | was
angry and scared. We tried to set the alc
afire and succeeded, partially. We could do
no more.

Mo Escape

We ran then, hoping to get around the

lake to the woods. It was futile. The ground
was marshy and pitted with sinkholes. We
ran into a stand of reeds. We could see a
crowd of civilians approaching. They were
armed with rifles, shotguns, farm imple-
ments, clubs—you name it. We were
exhausted. Bullets began to whiz over our
heads. A couple of 109s circled overhead.
We fiattened out. But they had us spotted.
We threw our .45s into the lake and stood
up cautiously with our hands in the air

We were taken at gunpoint to the side of
the road running through the fields where
some of the crew waited. We passed our
dear airplane that had served us so well. |
had the silly thought that | had left four
packs of Lucky Strikes in my B-4 bag.
There were a number of Luftwaffe-types
standing near the airplane including offi-
cers, one of whom held partially bumed tar-
get photos. They gave us hardly a glance.
I don't recall seeing them again.

Including Al and myself, there were
eight of us now in the hands of a crowd of
very angry civilians. Hamilton and the radio
operator, Mike Comarnisky, were missing.

They were picked up 15 miles away the fol-
lowing day.

There was a village close by, We could
see the peeked roofs of some houses.
There were women and children among
the crowd that had captured us. All of the
men were eldery. Most were dressed in
which might be termed rustic clothing. One
or two appeared to be higher on the social
ladder. A terrific argument began which we

didn't understand. Ropes were thrown over
Al's head and mine, and an old man with a
look of hatred on his face held the ropes
while the discussion went an. He yelled a
us in German, The only words | recognized
were “Luftgangster” and "terrorflieger”. A
flurry of snow began to fall; the temperature
was dropping. We were all soaked through
from stumbling and falling to the soggy
ground. A soldier riding a motorcycle with a
sidecar roared up. He took my A-2 jacket,
ring and watch at gunpaoint, then did the
same to Al. He roared off again.

The argument got louder. A few women
chimed in but were silenced. The old man
with the ropes began to tug on them. Then
a truckload of Luftwaffe ground troops
showed up. There was a lot of squabbling
with the civilians who were unwilling to sur-
render us to the military. However, after a
show of muscle the soldiers prevailed and
took us to a small aircraft warning station.
We were told that the dispute among the
civilians centered on wheather to kill all of us
on the spot or to take us into the village and
hang us one at a time. | thought of those
peaked roofs of the village houses with
their hoists above the top window.

Despite our rescue the soldiers were far

from friendly and locked as if they would
have preferred to have let the civilian mab
have its way. One soldier told us that the
decision had been made to hang us in the
town because of the children. They would
become upset if they had to watch us being
killed out in the fields. During the planned
hangings the children would be kept
indoors. How considerate!

That was the beginning of our captivity.
The rest is almost anti-climax. We were
moved to the home base of the fighters that
claimed us. We were interrogated and
placed in cells. There was some pretty
rough handling by a trio of liquored-up sol-
diers who had taken us from the civilians. A
couple of days of solitary confinement with

black bread and thin cabbage soup twice a
day went by, and then we were sent by rail
to Dulag Luft, the main interrogation center
at Oberusel, near Frankfurt. On the joumey
we made a stop at Bad Homburg where
civilians smashed the windows of our com-
partment to get to us but were driven off by
our two guards and a couple of German
palicemen,

Besides Hamilton, Comamisky and
Henry Ashley, radio operator. had been
wuug‘tded although not badly. They
received no medical treatment. Jack's neck
was badly swollen but otherwise he
seemed fo be OK. After Dulag Luft, Al
Schuering was the only member of the
crew | saw until years after the war ended.

Unhappy Experiences

The main center for distribution of
POWs to permanent camps was in
Frankiurt. It had been bombed a day or so
before so we were warehoused in a part of
Dulag Luft that had fey amenities. It had
been closed off when the larger center in
F{ankfurt had been opened. It stank of
unne from ramshackje outhouses and piles
of filthy mattresses stacked up in aban-
doned banacks, Severa| days later we
Were marched in the rain to the local rall-
road sl:atiun where we boarded “goods
agons” which were about half the size of

U. 8. freight cars, 40 to 60 prisoners and
three amed guards in each wagon. The
Prisoners were confined to half the car, the
E Lards occupied the other half. Toilet facili

e Were about as primitive as they could

the ME-109s! Haywood seemed 10 disinte-
grate. Half a dozen fighters zipped by. |
heard a "CRACK"! Jack Hamitton said, "'m

it around. Jack's eyes were
ol opon ed surprise. A jet of

ra

e

wide open in shock nse. ‘ol e "E‘";. e gt . Per e be. Thera wo. :
- 3 hole in his Neck. "'."yj'__-:_l':. DR e - _ : . BT€ N0 cans or buckets. An iron
biood spurted from W BN, % rod across the open doorway sufficed as a

pulled out a gauze

nis throatmike Al Schuering, lef, and Robert J. Flood, pilot and bombardie, five days beforg thei farepy 2

Qrabbed a first-aid kit,
mission fo Brunswick, relaxing in Aberdeen, Scotland,

pad and tucked it under
Continued next page
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(continued from page 4)

Sleeping accommodaii oS
piles of woo d shavlngsnitﬁa?n;:zgtebd 4
soaked by the rain. Sleep itseli was g i
time thing. The trip |asteg about five g Lo
5. fighters made severg appearan \a e
apparently recognized the frain as fspc?ﬁj

on. We werg

headed east, the military trajn would be

headed sast,

When we reached Barij
. : in we i
railyard in the northem sector pulled into g
lsft and the door was :

prewar village of Barth on t alti

When we detrained | was sugﬁseﬂi? t.rgcseS: g:l
Schuering in the car ahead. Al looked like &
ghost. In fact, he was ill and it togik nearly two
weeks of primitive treatment for him 1o i
back to reasonably good health, *

Wall Art Search

It you have any Pictures of, stories
about, or information concerning wall
art that may have been present in
your barracks or work place at
Thurieigh, the Eighth Wall Conser-
vation Society would like to hear from
you. Write to: Richard J. Nimmo, 10
Diiching Close, Luton, Beds LU?2 8JR,
England.

Flood Philosophizes about

ma-r:heﬁsmw of the prisoners has been told
etrik'.f Mes. It can be summed Up in the
sl ‘ﬁg;vzl‘ds of Wln_stun Churqhill, who him-
War. To bo & prisosone! during the Boer
i Prisoner he wrote, “is a melan-

Oy state. You are in the power of the
Bnﬂm‘.'.f-l‘fnu Owe your life to his humanity,
Your daily bread to his compassion.

"You must obey his orders, await his plea-
SU'®, possess your soul in patience. The
days are very long, the hours pass like para-
Iytic centipedes, Moreover, the whole atmos-
phere of prison camp is odious. Companions
quarrel about trifles and get the last plea-
sures from each others society. You fesl a
constant humiliation in being fenced by rail-
INg and wire, watched by armed men and
webbed about by a tangle of regulations and
restrictions.” To that—Amean!

The foregoing is my stony. It is one of
thousands. It is unigue only to me. It has
been with me all these years and the emo-
tions it arouses when | think about it have
abated very little. | always feel a stab of guilt
Was it my fault? If | had seen those ME-109s
all | had to do was yall "Bounce!” and we
might have gone all the way back to England
and — who knows what — promotions, the
invasion, Japan,

I met Al nearly four years later in Chicago.
had retired as a colonel a few years earlier
after a distinguished Air Force career. We
talked about ‘that day". “Was it my fault?” he
asked. | told him “No". Was it anybody's
fault? Who in Hell knows? The war is over, All
debls are canceled. What's past is past.
Right,

Memorials

!!GII.I..""...‘II... I

Edith Buth, Sacramento, CA. in hanar of
elvin Buth, 368th.

Dorothy, Cavaness, San Antonio, TX, and
Jane Cavaness Wirtz, Roseville, CA. in
mernory of William F. Cavaness, 368th,

Kathy Cook, Fresno, CA, in memory of
Orval L. Cook, 368th.

Reginald Robinson, Fort Worth, TX, in
memary of Jog Gabrish, 388t

Virginia L. Oix, Summer, IA, in memory of
Waynard T, Dix, 368N,

Fran W, dathes, tediord, OR, n memory 3
of Stanley Mathes, 368th.

Charies E. Spaduzzi, Augusta, GA, in
memory of Paul Spaduzzi, 367th.

Gifts may be made by anyone in memory of
306th velsrans or family, by sending your
check, so designated lo the 306th Memorial
Fund, to the Association treasurer. All gifts
made during the preceding guarter will be I_|si-
ed in Echoes, Expenditure of these funds is at
the direction of the Board of Directors.

Harland Burr, 367th bombardier (Roy
idarks crew), died 2 May 96 in Livonia,
M. He flew 18 missions after his 5 Feb
45 arrival, and spent a year with the
Casey Jones Project. Burr refired in 1985
as a senior product designer at the Ford
Motor Co. Design Center, He leaves his
wife, JoAnn.

Gen. MacGhee Now
At RAF Lakenheat

7 = i ment and transporiation,
vl | i i | remember a captain at Camp Lucky
i - FRoyal Air Force
-"':i:tr |_ Base Lakenheath | | ]
. e - WWII Casualties
2, i L i & T L
P 8 G Top Million Mark
IRELAND 5 i i As we are only too aware, WWII
e é- & Campriage | ¢ reached onto almost every street in i
e "if’"“‘“:_';_, { Amerca to ‘select” participants, whether |
_ ‘{’:f*‘"“‘“ T\ % drafted or wourieer.
e .. .~ FRANCE| % Casusltiestolowed,asdoesthenignt |
t follow day. E
BiGen, David F. MacGhee, Jr, sonof : Offici .
iy ial figures for YWY are set ak
the late Col. David F. MacGhee, 369th e
navigator, and his wife, has taken com- Battle deaths 292 131
]
mand of the 48th Fighter Wing at RAF Other deaths 115,185

Lakenheath in England.

The unit now flies F-15C and F-15E
aircraft and has men deployed in 17
countries. The wing currently has 7,191
persons assigned to it, and in addition to
its flying operations, also runs the largest
hospital in U. 5. Air Forces - Europe.

The Wing was the first from USAF in
Europe to deploy for the 1991 Persian
Gulf War, where unit members flew
2,500 combat missions.

Often called one |
of the best WWII
USAAF UNIT |
Histories - Its

Although I've been a professional writer
for nearly 40 years, | have never written
about my expariences in WW || or used them
as background for stories. It wasn't until |
began to attend reunions and involve myself
with American Ex-Prisoners-of War that |
began to understand the enormity of the
impact combat has on everyone who experi-
ences it. It wasn't only me. The memories
and even tears come without beckoning,
often with a terrible clarity. The 50th anniver-
sary of the end of WWII in 1995 was a time
when it all came together. It was a time to get
it all out of our systems. But that didn't hap-
pen.

| went to the dedication of the Eighth Air
Force Heritage Center in Savannah, GA. |
met people: fighter pilots, B-24 types, guys
from other groups, in Stalag Luft |, from those
days so long ago. There wers armorers and
mechanics, cooks and bakers, drivers and
clerks. It seemed that every MOS inthe U. S.
Army Air Forces that provided the brains,
muscle, blood and guts of the Mighty Eighth
was represented in Savannah. In the streets
and restaurants and shops in Savannah,
people stopped us to chat about The Mighty
Eighth. They wanted to hear war stories.
They wanted to know what we thought of
“their’ museum. They wanted to thank us.
We were the stars, It was a heady visit,

| used to believe, and still do to a certain
extent that the POW was a military orphan.
He was dropped from the rofls of his outfit,
He bacame a nuisance thereafter to all those
with whom he came in contact. His captors
hated him and begrudged him shelter, food
and care. He was a drain on the enemy's

i resources. When he was liberated he taxed
i his liberators' patience and his abilities to
i deal with huge numbers of prisoners who
i needed clothing, nourishment, medical treat-

‘Military Orphans’

Strike, a transit point for home-going troops
near LeHavre, France. He assured impatient
POWSs that he was anxious that they be
shipped out quickly in order to make room for
the “fighting troops” of the ground forces,
That attitude was not unique.

For nearly 40 years former POWSs found it
nearly impossible to have their disabilities,
even obvious physical damage, considerad
service connected by the Veterans
Administration. There were no medical
reconds to support claims for injuries or con-
ditions for which they were treated during
captivity. That began to change in the eary
80s, a change which was spurred by the mil-
itancy of Viet Name veterans and the spasm
of national adulation for the Iranjan hostages.
Congress watched and acted and passed
legislation known as the Prisoners -of-War
Benefits Act, Public Law 97-37. Yet, that was
not the first. At the 1984 306th reunion in Fort
Worth, those former prisoners of war in
attendance were recognized and honored, It
was a welcome home. And, in their own way,
the festivities at the 8th Heritage Center were
a “welcome home and well dona” for The
Mighty Eighth.

We remembered, too, all of those had
died in battle and those who have passed on
in peacetime. When | read 306th Echoes,
and the military and veterans journals, the
lengthening “Taps” list make me realize that
time is finite. But it doesn't bother me. | and
the rest of our crew came very close that day
to having missed all the great things and the
no so greaf, that have happened over the
past 52 years. All of who have survived this
far can look back and shake our heads in
wondear, "Why US?" And we can remember
with honest pride that what we did then and
still share our memories with our comrades-
in arms of a truly great and heroic legend.

Wounds not mortal 670,846
Known casualties 1,078,162

Only the Civil War approaches WWII,

i and its total casualties was 780,213.

: French
3 MAHKEH 1 .wm-p:w dag ""“'“"‘f m-ur
Franch mark- m::- Bdraton do fy e

er honors five |
members of

Richard Adams' o T

BN, crew who = ::m: ;:mmmn
died on 8 Wov B Enrr e

42, the group's
second rad to
Lille, France.

Pater Grigno

Anthomy Jiacek
Jlm T.MeClay
Jann 5. Salnders
Frank M.Zock

KNOXVILLE Video

Will whomever was video taping the
Knoxville reunion last year please contact
Wallace Boring, 2348 Old Knoxville Pike,
Maryville, TN 37804 or (615)382-6875.

980000 000000000000000000000000000000®

New Members

Brown, MD, Walter, Rt 2, Ewell Farm, Spring Hill, TN 37174 BAF

! Ferris, Col Harold D, AF Village 11, 5100 John Ryan Blvd, San Antonio, TX 78245
Herring, Larry, 1703 Red Drum Dr. Moncks Corner, 5C 29461 BW

. Hill, Roy D, 306 Crestview, Arlington, TX 76018 BW

. Johnson, Col Robert S. 24 Tanglewood Dr. Lake Wylie, SC 29710 CJ

i Penprase, William H, 8808 Belford Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90045 423

Pugh, Albert, 384 24th St, Salem, OR 97301 449

i Ruffin, Col William A, 63726 Diamondhead Dr. Diamondhead, MS 39525 368
Spaduzzi, Charles E, 2228 Woodbluff Way, Augusta, GA 30809 3678

! Weeks, Ted, 6461 N Oak Dr. Elk Lake, Gladwin, MI 29710 CJ

BW-306th Bomb or Strategic Wing; CJ-Casey Jones Project

There may be no dues, BUT

about your
Group!

Order Form
EIRST OVER GERMANY 5y Aussell A. Strong

copylies) $35 per copy plus $3.00 for postage and handiing.

Make checks payable to Russell A. Strong.
. Date [ [/

Please send me
My checkisfor

NAME_____
STREET ___
CiTY, STATER ZIF_____

Send o Russell A. Strong, 5323 Cheval Place, Charlotte, NC 28205
=l ’

It does take money to keep the 306th Association flying. Those who are able are

asked to make an annual contribution to keep everything running smoothly. No one
is dropped from the mailing list for non-payment! Your gift is tax deductible.

Please accept my gift to the 306th BG Association: $

MNAME

STREET AND NO.

CITY, STATE & ZIP

TELEPHOME NO. J06TH UNIT

Send to: Robert N. Houser, Treasurer
306th Bomb Group Association
P.O. Box 13362
Des Maines, 1A 50310

DATE

ﬁ
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Cloak/Dagger
Centered in
Bedford Area N R
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A great many things were going on in
the Bedford area that those of us at
Thurleigh had little, if any, knowledge of
at the time.

The Bedford Triangle is an intriguing
collection of facts and supposition put
together by Britisher Martin Bowman
which seeks to pull all of the cloak and
dagger, black airplanes and Glenn Miller
together.

Subtitled, “U.S. Undercover
Operations from England in World War

2,” the book explains much of what went
on at Harmington, from which flew the

NORTHAMPTON U~
d CAMBRIDGI

black B-24s with their supplies for the KEY
French underground and others. They B Rade Trammiten
dropped experts to assist in the harass- % Gov Godeand Cyphe Schels?
ment of the occupying Germans in P Propaganda Warfarc Stations
Europe, and those daring singles who A 6\AF Bomber ass (1 AD)
went out the oe” holes of the planes et s
into the darkness. SAD Strategic Air Depot
Bowman descn' bes in great detail the PID Politica! Intelligence Dept

Carpetbagger  operations,  which
dropped both people and supplies from
very low levels, which was frequently
hazardous to life. He also details opera-
tions to Scandinavia, the Low Countries
and, late in the war, even into Germany.

Milton Emest Hall, a significant estate
near Thurleigh, was the center for a lot
of operations.

The accompanying map highlights
many of the sites that were a part of the
war effort that was largely under the
purview of OSS for the Americans and

Earl L. Blucher, 423rd gunner
(Donald Cheney crew), died 17 Oct 93 in

T/Sgt. Theodore G. Haitsch, 423rd
engeineer (Harry Hill crew), died 6 Apr

Pittsburgh reunion. At the time of Toode's
death, his second wife, Jackie, was suf-

Historical Socie

secure @

/vheF
Auseurr 21

the Special Operations executive for the
Briish. Buk it akes this work by Bowman
10 bing e winole effort tngether and o
E) SRS YOu TRy tevet tane hea
during the war.

Bowman closes his book with an
enigmatic chapter on Glenn Miller. He
does not believe any of the stories on
Miller's demise, and believes he proba-

biy lived well beyond WWII. But he does
not think the secret will be revealed
while any who saw Miller in WWII, and
Thurleigh and at the Com Exchange in
Bedford are still living.

New Book on 8th Sources

Prof. Kenneth Wemell completed a
bibliography of the Eighth Air Force in
1981, which did a great service to the
Eighth and its history.

But now has come the 1996 edition of
his “Eighth Air Force Bibliography”, a cat-
alog-thick tome of 508 pages, which was
supported by the Eighth Air Force

Memorial Museum Foundation.

While there is an extensive listing of
the books, articles, videos, and a host of
other items that have come into being
about the Eighth, starting in 1942 and
continuing to the present date, perhaps
the greatest value of the book is the
insightful essays which open the work
and put many of the items into context
and into juxtaposition with other works in
the same area of interest.

The bibliography itself covers 293
pages, and most of the remainder of the
book are essays on a variety of pertinent

topics: Strategic Operations, Tactical

Considerations, Personal Views, On the
Ground and in the Water, Aircraft and
Eauipmem= German Aircraft, Exotic
Weapons. with summaries and assess-

ments.

1t can be ordered through the OAF

ty's PX at $39.95. Maybe

jiprary coul pe persuaded to
e or you rmight look at it
co/;zt the Eighth Air Force

L

Dearbom Heights, MI. He flew a dozen
missions in Mar-Apr 45.

LIC Warren Borges, 423td copiot

and pict (Rabent Nox crew), died 7 Nay

W N Penngy Farms, FL, where e had

Hved recently, moving there from Satellite
Beach, FL.After his tour with the 306th,
Warren transferred to the 25th Bomb
Group and flew 17 missions in British
Mosquito weather recon planes. He was
a graduate of Northeastem University
and retired in 1987 from the Boston
Naval Shipyard, and was a consultant on
welding techniques. He was the only
306th man to have served as president
of the 8th AF Historical Society. He
leaves his wife, Evelyn.

Staniey O. Briggs, 368th bombardier
(Herbert Cohn crew), died 1 Aug 96 in
Whitesboro, NY. He flew at least a dozen
missions in Mar-Apr 45. Briggs leaves
his wife, Ruth, and two children.

Charles D. Calenger, 367th gunner
(Howard Balcom crew), died in Aug 92 in
Luna Pier, Ml. He arrived with the Group
1 Sep 44 and departed 19 May 45. He
leaves his wife, Leona.

LTC Paul C. Coad, 423rd bombardier
{Geno DiBetta crew), died 1 Jul 96 in
Huntington Beach, CA. Coad was a
1965 USAF retiree. He leaves his wife,
Dorothy, 3c and 3gc.

Orval L. Cook, 368th waist gunner
(Gwynn Boswell's crew), died 14 May 96
in Fresno, CA, where he had retired as
City parks superintendent. He flew 28
missions in 1944, and is survived by his
wife, Katy. Both were longtime reunion
enthusiasts.

Charles C. Eairleywine, 368th
squadron communications, died 27 May
96 in Fremont, NE, were he had been a
supervisor for Campbell Soup Co., until
retirement in 1982. During his Thurleigh
tenure he was often on detached service
installing blind landing equipment.

James H. Edeler, 369th pilot, died 15
Feb 96 in Yuma, AZ. He left the USAF in
30 Jan 53, retired as vice president-sales
of Snokist Growers, Yakima, WA. Edeler
completed 34 combat missions on 9 Dec
44, He leaves his wife, Vemna, one son
and two daughters.

96 in Haines City, FL. He had retired from
USAF 1 Nov 65. He leaves his wife,
Annamarie.

Peler Kakoliris, 369th armament,
died 20 Dec €9 in Bimmingham, AL. He
left his wife, Dena, 1 sand 1d.

Oliver J. Koniarski, 368th radio
operator (James Bigham crew), died 12
Aug 96 in Chicago, IL. He left the USAF
in Oct 1955 and later retired in 1982 from
Bell & Howell as a photo lens specialist.
He leaves a daughter, Karen Long.

John F. Leonard, a clerk in Group
Operators, died 13 Jun 96 in Elmira, NY,
of stomach cancer. He retired in ‘79 at
Elmira as general manager of MacMillan
& Bloedel. He leaves his wife, Adele, 7c
and 18gc.

Frances E. Lockwood, 368th armor-
er, died in 1984.

Stanley M. Mathes, 368th togglier
(William McCaulie crew), died 13 Jun 96
in Medford, OR. He flew his combat
between Sep 44 and Feb 45, and is sur-
vived by his wife, Fran.

Vincent D. McCarthy, Jr.,, 367th
radio operator (Roy Hoffman crew), died
10 Mar 91 in East Aurora, NY. He came
to the Group 28 Nov 44 and flew at least
a dozen missions before leaving 7 Oct
45. His wife survives.

Walter T. McGough, 39th Service
Sqdn until Jul 43, died 22 Jan 96 in
Pittsburgh, PA. For many years he was a
partner in a large Pittsburgh law firm.

LTC Lowell Mikles, 369th copilot and
pilot (Harvey Rider crew), died 9 Dec 95
in Booneville, AR, where he had lived
since his US Amy retirement in 67. A
pharmacist, he joined the Arkansas
National Guard in 1947. He was mobi-
lized in 1950, and then was active in both
Korea and Vietnam. He was with the
306th in 1945, flying through the end of
the war. He leaves his wife, Ola Rea, 4c,
3gc and 2 ggc.

Sgt. Toode Motley, 367th crew chief,
died 14 Mar 96 in Bowling Green, KY. He
retired from the USAF in 1962, and then
worked for Civil Service at Westover
AFB, MA, until retiring in 1985. He and
his first wife, Helen, had 4c¢, 2gc and
iggc. She died shortly after the 91

fering with Alzheimer’s Disease.

Andrew Nuttall, 423rd navigator and
POW (Derrill Latham crew), died 16 Jan
95 in Westerly, Rl. He armived with the

Group 25 Feb 44 and was MIA/POW 20
Jun 44 on a mission to Hamburg.

Andre Plante, 1628th Ordnance Co.,
died 8 Jun 94 in Belleview, FL. One of his
duties as a welder was to repair .50 cal
machine guns. He leaves his wife, Lau

Fred W. Rusch, 368th navigator
(Lawrence Marks crew), died 3 Jul 96 in
Shaumburg, IL. He flew two combat mis-
sions in Apr 45 and served with the
Casey Jones Project until Jul 46. He
leaves a daughter, Leslie, of Sillery,
Quebec.

Henry J. Sommers, 369th tail gunner
(Charles Schooffield crew), died 11 Jun
96 in Pittsburgh, PA. He leaves his wife.

LTC Orville Z. Stocker, 369th bom-
bardier (Lowell Burgess crew), died 24
Mar 96 in Tiburon, CA. After completing
combat he retumed to Victorville, CA,
and replaced his old bombardiering
instructor. A graduate of San Jose State,
MA from San Francisco State, he was a
teacher in the San Francisco schools for
32 years and a consultant for five years
before retiring. He leaves his wife,
Martha, Id, Is, 3gc and Iggc.

LTC George T. Watkins, 368th pilot,
died 8 May 96 in Jacksonville, AR. He
was checked out as a first pilot, but saw
no combat in Apr 45. He retired from
USAF in 1972. He leaves his wife,
Shirley, 4c and 9gc.

LTC Eari J. Wolf, 423rd copilot and
evadee (Geno DiBetta crew), died 29
Feb 96 in Indiatlantic, FL, where he and
his wife had lived since his USAF retire-
ment in 71. He leaves his wife, Dotti. He
was MIA 11 Feb 44 with DiBetta on a
mission to Frankfurt, Germany; was
taken to the Brest Peninsula in France
and by boat to Portsmouth, England.

Gene L. Wood, 369th radio operator
(Donald Tattershall crew), died 6 Aug 96
in Manhattan Beach, CA. He arrived for
combat 20 Nov 43, and after his crew
went down 11 Jan 44, switched to being
a ground radio mechanic. He leaves his
wife, June, and 1s.
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NAME
Allen, John & Doris SQ
Alston, Frank & Becky 369
Amundsen, Clements & Virginig 368
Angells, Sal R, 367
Ambrust, Noman & Lorie 367
Atwood, Richard & Hendring P
Baker, Hollis H 368
Banas, Charles & Carley 42
Barber, Rex C. & Delsa 369
Beal, Zane & Olive 329
Beigel, Sheldon & Gloria 200
Bentley, Robert K & Eileen Ao
Beny, Leslie & Evelyn s
Bingman, Molly 155 g
Blackshaw, Kenneth 42
Bolin, Charlie & Marlene 3
Bordner, Ralph & Nell 368
Boring, Janis & Sharon Colling 368D
Boring, Wallace & Betty 268
Boum, O. B. 368
Bozick, Robert & Ruth 367
Brandstrom, Ray & Vemita 423
Breslin, William H. & Dorothy 368
Briscog, Dale & Beti 369
Brizzi, Carl & Madalyn 368
Bums, Stanley & Thelma 967
Burton, Dudiey & Dolores 369
Burwick, Bemard & Helen 369
Calligaro, Val 367G
Camicom, William & Ruth 423
Casseday, Billy & Bobbie 369
Cavaness, Dorothy & Jane Wiriz 368W
Chaddick, Nathan & Jeanette 369
Chamberiin, Donald R GP
Chase, Hal F 423
Cheney, Gen James S & Yvonne 423
Christenson, Joan Schneider 367D
Christianson, Chris & Em 368
Clark, Charles R. & Loretta 369
Clark, Joseph & Wynon 423
Clarke, Al 367
Claytor, David L 367
Ciemetson, Donovan & Syivia 369
Colantoni, William & Marie 369
Connolly, Loras J & Mary 368
Conroy, Anthony & Patricia 368
Consolmagno, Joe & Pat 367
Gaok, Katherine 3681/
Copet Enn D W
Corcoran, Jonn & Wiaijofe -1
Corderman, Delmar & Annie 368
Costlow, Thomas & Mary 367
Cox, Robert F 367
Craig, Edward & Jean 423
Crane, Robert E 369
Daniel, Everett & Martha 369
Demorest, Harold & Nina 423
Diffendaffer, Cliff & B J 423
Dodge, Robert & Hilda 368
Dougan, Donald & Masry 368
Dryden, Ralph W 423
Edwards, E. J. & Leota 367
Edwards, Elizabeth 423W
Edwards, William R. & Joan 367
Efird, Irwin 368
Elrod, Lloyd & Pat 423
Emeigh, Lany & Beatrice 367
Emmett, Mrs Jessie 369G
Endicott, John & Gaynelle 423
Endicott, John C 4238
Endres, Mrs. Frank (Mikey) 368W
Fanis, Harold & Edith G
Feeney, Eugene & MaryAnn 368
Feeser, William & Polly 367
Feeser, Wiliam Jr 367S
Figone, Albert & Marie 423
Flanagan, Wiliam & Helen 369
Flood, Robert & Katherine 369
Fiynn, Wiliam J & Dorothy 369
Forgy, John & Martha 42;
Frankiin, Ralph & Daptne 42§w
Frazer, Mary Ann 67
Fredericks, Robert & Helen 69
Fredrick, Vincent & Jane 369
Furay, James 423
Gardner, Hardie & Grace 493
Gates, Bud & Peggy 267
Gedney, Herb & Lois 123
Gibson, Charles & Doreen 269G
Gonzales, Richard & Pat 268
Goode, Grover & Janet 367
Gregg, WesleyJ 367
Gregory, Ed & Goldie 423
Guitfoyle, Bill 369
Haase, William J & Jean 269
Hamilton, Jack & Marjorie Hayner 267
Hammer, Joseph 369
Hansen, Leif H. & Anne 369
Harkin, Terry & Mamie 423
Hathaway, Joseph & Pat 368
Hatton, Sam & Ida 369

Hennessy, Edward

Registrants for Las Vegas

Hickey, John & Be
Hilabrang, Richarct& Audrey 323
Hinman, Jerome & Francoise
Hitch : G
icock, Bob & Lotie 369
Holland, Daniel & Mary Ellen 367
Holland, Richard R, & Sybil 367
Hoolkp, Nicholas & Gypsy 367
Hopkins, Royce & Molie 367
Hoser, Hanry W & Hany, Jr 369
Houghton, Russell G. 368
Houlihan, William F & Ruth 367
Houser, Robert & Doris 368
Howard, Roy W & Dorothy 369
Huckle, Kathleen GP-G
Hudson, Frederick & Samantha 369
Hutchinson, Howard & Elaine 423
Irons, Ben & Mary Ellen 423
Jacobson, Kenneth & Lugille 423
Jones, Casey 369
Jones, David E 423
Kenney, Betty 367G
Kenney, Rabert, Michael & David 368
Kem, George & Rita 369
Kessler, Lee 368
Kester, Alton & Louise 369
Key, Hastings 423
Kolger, Bill & Helen 369
Kontich, Miles & Phyllis GP
Krajcik, Amelia 368D
Krajcik, Gus & Dorothy 368
Kruse, Gerald & Frances 423
Kupferman, Saul & Dorothy 423
Labo, Joe! & Cindy (Houlihan) 367D
Lacombe, George & Nancy G
Langley, Cap & Shirley 369
Larson, Vemon & Marion 423
Lateano, Guy & Ysleta 369
Leicht, William & June (McVicar) 357D
Lightbown, Harold & Arlene 369
Lisec, Victor & Constance 369
Long, Robert & Louise Brule 368
Lyles, Joe & Anne 369
MacKenzie, Red & Chris 369G
Madsen, Karl & Edith 368
Madsen, Waldemar & Suzanne Fenner 369
Maliszewski, Edward J 369
Maliszewski, Edward P. 369
Manning, Kathryn Kisamore 367W
Mapes, George & Foncyne 367
fiarciano, Joseph & Shirey 369
Welire, Yennein & Paly 423
McDemott, Dillon & Nancy 369
McDonough, Talmadge 367
McDonough, Wade & Dale Stone 367G
McGinnis, Delbert 368
McGuire, Arthur & Dorothy Middieton a3
McHale, William & Bridget McHale GP
McKay, Mack 423
McKinney, Wanda & Dorothea Hegness  369W
McMahan, Albert 369
McVicar, Faye 357w
McVicar, Faye & Jane Ingram 36B7W
Means, Elizabeth IB7TW
Meyer, Clayton & Marlene 423
Minnick, H C & Charisie Martin 423
Moore, Lyle & Laura 369G
Morere, H John & Patricia 369
Morgan, Paul E. 369
Mullen, Friz & Patty Gray 367
Myers, Ken & Sherely 369
Nattier, Clayton & Jean 369
Neilson, Willian & Eileen 367
Norman, Alfred & Joanette 369
Normis, Kenneth & Mae 423
O'Hara, Richard & T 367
Oakes, Curtis & Skip 423
Outcatt, Norman & Elizabeth 423
Owens, Calvin & Victoria 367
Palumbo, Vincent & Murie! 369
Patton, Willie & Julia 367
Peckham, W. T. & Georgia 369
Pelzel, Bemard & Maryjo 368
Perin, Eddie 369
Petrelli, Peter & Martha 367
Phelan, Hugh & Evelyn 367
Phillips, Daryl & Helen 423
Prescott, John B & Jane 423
Puente, Francisco & Petre 449
Putt, Camoll & Helen 367
Rader, Bill & Stephanie 368
Rawlings, G Bamey & Christine 367
Reber, Marlen & Ginger 368
Rector, Fred 367
Reel, William A & Kitty Knowles 367
Reens, Robert & Vivian 369
Riordan, Robert & Miriam 369
Ristuccia, Lawrence & Mary 367
Riva, Hugo & Lucille 367
Roberts, George G. & Noma 367
Rodriguez, J Louis & Rita 368
Roeder, Gilbert 3323
Romanin, Aldo & Peggy %7

Ronczy, Ed & Jo

Although formal action has not been
taken as yet, President James S.
Cheney will propose to the Board of
Directors at Las Vegas that the 306th
hold a financial campaign to provide
funds for the displays which will feature
the 306th at the new 8th Air Force
Heritage Center in Savannah, GA, and
will also enable the 306th to provide
funds for the Center board to meet its
financial obligations incurred in the plan-
ning and erection of the Museum.

Aided by a number of Savannah-
area govemmental and business orga-
nization, the planning culminated in the
erection and opening of the museum
last May. Adhering to its contractual
commitments with the various spon-
sors, the Heritage Center had in hand
one-half of the money needed for the
completion of the structure. Now it is

Financial Drive for 8th Heritage Center

While some 8th organizations made
initial commitments to this program, the
306th was one of the majority who did
not. Following his first visit, General
Cheney was so pleased with what they
saw that it was agreed that the 306th
should become a partner in the entire
venture.

Over the past several months signif-
icant changes have come about at the
Museum and it is likely that a future
reunion will be held in Savannah to
afford more of you a chance to go
through it and to enjoy the nostalgic
and educational features to be found
there.

Significant quantities of books, data
and records have already been trans-
mitted to the Heritage Center, and are
part of a very large collection of materi-
als now available there to researchers,

facing raising the rest of the money. veterans and others.
Ross, Donald R. & Janice 368 i
Ross, Kelly & Lomraine 369 Many An,S“!el'S in ,
Roth, Howard G. & Esther 423 Freeman’s ‘War Manual
Rozett, Walter & Kathryn 369 It's over 50 years ago, but the sound of
Rueschhofi, Phil 367 the engines rewving up still run through
Ruffin, Wiliam & Laura 368 your mind, and your thoughts go back to
Samway, Bob & Jaoque 368G  Thureigh, and the lives that we lived there
Santgrgy'Tony 3 Maarng:ret 3328 and the things we did—on duty, of course.
Savino, ’Joseph 367 Most of us still probably harbor a great
Schafer, Earle & Wanelda 423 many unanswered questions,. and \{vonder
Schartz, Mark & Betty 423 what names meant, and devices did, and
Scherer, Spencer & Jean 369 how the whole enterprise of the 306th and
Schlessel, Daniel 368 the 8th worked.
Schneider, Richard G. & Jean 367 Sometimes those at reunions do get
Seelos, Robert W & Marya 368 those questions answered, but the editor
Sharkey, Dennis & Mar%ose 369 tends ?o think that a great many places,
Sharkey, Dolores 369W planes, men and plans still don't quite fit
Sharkey, Jim & Debbie 3695 together. And some of us have forgotten
Sherman, Fred & Jo 369 even the words that were once so familiar.
SS’!:uHer, TSh::man 3%2 Now, if you have a lot of time and love
Sml;ﬁkgmg;tmour 367 to read, you can get into some of these
Smith, Charles (Offie) & Vivian BT e ot it
gg'lo%?(t,, S%?:;E & Rosemary %g DID go on during my days, weeks, months
Solano, Patrick & Marie 369 and years at Thur!elgh. | saw }he planes go
Spry, Robert C 369 out and retum, | did my office job every day,
Starr, Orvil & Irma 449 | worked on engines from daylight to dark
Starzynski, Robert & Louise 367 and even all night, | lived a life that was in
Steiger, Clifford 423 many ways thrilling, interesting, sometimes
gtephenslé Georgje g :n Elizabeth igg boring, and not always with people | really
tewart, Forrest J. & Ann wanted to associate with. But there is the
Strawn, Wilmer & Ruth 423 other side to the coin. My best friends ever
Strong, Russell A. & June 367 were with me at Thurleigh, | lost some fel-
Stroud, Roy - ig; lows | wanted to know better, and there are
ekt Franons g9  9apsicantfil
Switzer, Y&!fred & Bertha 369 My solution is not guarantqed to give
Thayer’ Reginald & Dossi 368 you everything in the way of information
Thompson, Edwin F 369 that you may want, but it will be way ahead
Thomarn, Harold & Jeanette 369 of anything else you have read.
Tinklenberg, John & Alice 423 “The Mighty Eighth War Manual,” a
Tolmachoff, Andrew & Ruth 369 Roger Freeman creation-with a lot of help
Trask, Roy E. & Dannie 369 from many people, this is the answer book
Traver, Marvin 423 for much of the technical side of the 306th.
Trease, H William 423 Just glance through the major headings
}nggglv?i:,z Hﬁggy 8{; (?lloria %g in the table of contents: Bombers, Fighters,
z ! ean Reconnaissance, Special Operations,
3&2‘:3'3;:‘-:&93;}"2“ i%g Experimentation and Training, Logistics
! and Other Support Services, Aircraft,
x:l#éz;g; ‘gfg & Lou ggg Muniitiansd a;ld Associgted Equiprgent,
o Radio an ectronic Equipment, Crew
\\233:}::" Qﬂr;%r(ew & Helen 363338 Attire and Equipment, Ground Support
Vickers, Robert & Helen 367 Equipment, and the last 50 pages are
Visconti, A1 & Evelyn 367 devoted to the installtions of the 8th AF
Wacjs, Fred & Ed Karkos %; acr$ss Englandt. et at b ;
Walter, Raymond & Marguerita 'ou may not find this at your library.
Weed, Daﬂ ’ 369 so, ask them to buy it, or to get you an inter-
Wells, Jackson 0 367 library loan. You may be able to get it
Wiliams, Harold & Nadyne 368 through your favorite book store. The 8th
Williams, Wilie & Mazel 389 AF Historical Society has it listed in their PX
Wills, Henry & Rose 423 items for $39.95, although prices were
Wilson, ‘I{fl’h“ D . 3(?828 expected to increase 1 Aug 96.
vv\\g}:g: Warten %8 “The Mighty Eighth War Manual,” by
Wllson' Wymond & Arleda 369 Roger Freeman. 1984, rev. 1991, Jane’s
Wirth, .'James & Margaret 369 Publishing, Inc. NY. 320 pages, includes
Wood, Robert H & Carol 369 hundreds of pictures, many sketches, apd
Yerak, Ray & Reggie 369 mz:jch tabular information about everything
Young, Hany & Doroth 368 and everyone.
Young, J:g:!y & Kay ' 367 Roger's trilogy, which also includes “The
Zggree, Egﬂ %;ugnﬂa 2%3 Mighty Eighth” and “The Migtr;‘ty Eighth War
niser, Paul & Patricia Diary”, are the bible of the 8th.
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Strange Coincidence and Nostalgia
Collide at Thurleigh

By Robert M. Bard, 423rd

It was in May of 1972, on a cold,
windy and cloudy day that | retumed to
Thurleigh to see what remained of the
306th Bomb Group.

With me were my wife, Tip, a Max
Factor London associate, Barry, and
his German wife, Ursula. We were all
friends, as Barry had only recently
been transferred from Hollywood to
the UK,

None of us had really ever dis-
cussed the war, so there was great
anxiety about seeing a real wartime
airfield. 1 had hoped to show them a
great deal more than | did. In fact, all
that was left standing were two rectan-
guiar barracks buildings. There was
absolutely nothing else that could be
ideniified.

| was really disappeinted as we had
devoted the whole day to this project.
We were, however, able to drive close
fo the old buildings, so | figured why
not take a look. There was no sign of
life around so we jusi pushed open the
door and found nothing but some farm
eguipment that the present owner

must have been storing.

When | looked ai the walls, |
noticed some writing and took a closer
look. Instantly | knew this was a list of
missions that someone had compiled
and above them was the name of my
plane, the Solid Sender!

| couldn't believe it!

Mo other wall of cefling art was to
he found...just the one that concerned
ne. | recognized the listing of mis-
sions which included the ones | had
lown. so | presumed this was the
ecord of one of our crew members,

| yelled 1o the others to come and
look, and Ursuwla was the first one to

arive. She immediaiely spoted e

Fulda mission of February 6, 1945 and

told us that was her home town and in

fact, she recalled that date vividly. It

seems her mother had grown weary of
constantly running to the bomb shelter
and this day she said to Ursula that
they were going to stay put. As fate
would have it, their home was spared:
but their bomb shelter took a direct hit,
and everyone in it was killed.

At this point our conversation sud-
denly stopped. Meither of us knew
what to say.

It was a very strange feeling for me,
as I'm sure most of us flyboys pre-
ferred to imagine our bombs ruining
military targets, factories, etc. Here |
was looking at our "enemy”, a beauti-
ful woman who luckily survived our
“pinpaint” bombing.

| too recalled this mission. It was a
major foulup all the way!

Interestingly, | never was a souvenir
hound and neglected to bring home a
memento from the Thurleigh days.
Fate intruded again. We left via the
back door of the barracks and noticed
that the farmer had recently tilled the
land right up to the doorway. As |

stepped out, there was a .50 caliber

machine gun bullet in my path. Wow,
what a find! It now adorns my office
desk, sfill with the traces of British
mud...and still armed, ready for use!

My friend Barry retumed to London

determined to come back and remove

the wall section and send it on to me.

However, | had immediately related

this story to Cyril Norman, 306th histo-

rian who lives near by. Cyril contacted
8th AF officials, who got there first. |
am told that this section was sent on to
the USAF Museum at Wright-
Patterson, OH, as a part of their col-
lection of "wall art”.

| only wish the Solid Sender, which

ended the war with about 120 mis-
sions, had been zpared the scrap
heap n Arnzona. This would have
been a fitting tribute to a great crew
chief, Joe Terrana.

306th MAIL ORDER MEMORABILIA
Send this form and check to 306th Bomb Group Association to:
Jack Frost, PO Box 13362, Des Moines, |A 50310
COST | MUMBER | TOTAL
ITEM FER ITEM | NEEDED | COST
T-Shirts [with Squadron logos in full color)
36T M, L, XL £10.00
368 L, XL $10.00
365th ML, KL §10.00
423rd XL §10.00
Sports Shirls wilh 306th First Over Germany logoin color M, L, XL 1500
Squadron Golf Shirts (Embroidered B-17, squadron, group)
367k red M, L, XL $20.00
366t while ML XL $20.00
369th green M, L, XL $20.00
423rd rad M, L, XL §20.00
306th caps, grey with 306th BG and B-17 on front §10.00
l 306th Watches, men's or women's §25.00
l 3061h Tie Ay with 17 Logo and 306ih Boveb Grou, Theeigh, Englan 184045 $10.00
Eﬂﬁm Decal with First Over Germany in Full Color $0.50
r 3081 Patch 2- 1.4 inches, wilh First Over Germany in Full Color $5.00
306th Patch 3 inches, without First Over Germany in Full Color $5.00
3671th Patch 5 inches, in Full Color £5.00
] JEath Patch 5 inches, in Full Color $5.00
J&8th Patch 5 inches, in Full Color §5.00
423rd Patch 5 inches, in Full Color §5.00
License Plate Frames $10.00
B-17 Lapel’ or Hat Pin $5.00
306th “Black Thursday” Phato in Full Color $2.00
53.00
Shipping & Handling $2.00
| TOTAL |
Name
Address
City, State, Zip

Resarvations: |f made after August 25th, add $10 per person Cancellations: Full refund if made before August 25th, $10 fee per person if made after August 25th Options: Must be booked at time of reservation.

Las “Vegas!!!

306th “Reunion “Reservations, October 28 to “November 1, 1996
Complete this form and mail with check payable {o:
306th Bomb Group Reunion Coordinator, 306th Bomb Group Assn., 2617 Mason Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89102

BASIC REUNION PACKAGE - ALL REGISTRANTS: Includes registration fee, baggage tips to bellmen in and out of hotel, musical revue “SPLASH 11" at the Riviera, cocktail party at the "Top of
the Riv", banguet dinner with wine served, souvenir photo taken at banquet table and delivered there. Big Band dancing and entertainment, surprise gifts in registration kits, Hospitality Area open

bionday, Tuesday, and ‘Wednesday, engraved plastic name badges, tickets for all events and more,

BASIC REUNION PACKAGE @ $135.00ea. =

1 REUNION PROGRAM
I

Sunday Arrivals: The hotel will confirm your room for arival Sunday,
Cict. 27th, if you prefer. The 306th desk will be open at 10:00 am. Monday marming.

Monday, Octobor 28th

Check in day. Some hotel rooms may not be ready before 4:00 pm.

306th credentials and hospitality areas open 10:00 am.-6:00 pm. with cash bar 2:00

pm to 8:00 pm. “Spiash 11" {A) musical revue at Versailles Theatre in Riviera.
Everyona be there at 8:45 pm. for seating. included.

Tuesday, Cet 29

Hospitality Area open 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. Bar 3:00 - 6:00 pm.
Banguet table reservations in Hospitality Area open 3:00 - 6:00 pm.

(Present & tickets for a full table reservation.)
Option B: Mount Charleston-Lee Canyon Tour; 9:30 am - 3:30 pm.

Via Grayline from Riviara.

\ia Grayline from Riviera,

Via Grayline from Riviera.

Wednesday, Oct 30

Wonderful mountain scenery with lunch at the lodge.

1l Option C: Red Rock Canyon; 9:30 am 3:30 pm.
Las Vegas Valley's popular natural wonder.
Buffet lunch included at Ricardo’ 5.

Option D: "King Arthur's Tournament”; 5:30 pm. - 8:30 pm,
Dinner show at the Excalibur, mounted knights jousting.

Haospitality Area open 10:00 am. to 6:00 pm. Bar 3:00 - 6:00 pm.

@ $33.00-%

@ $2640-5_ 000

@ $45.25- 5

Banguet table reservations in Hospitality Area open 3:00 6:00 pm.
{Present & tickets for a full table reservation.)

Option E: Grand Canyon West Rim Tour; 8:00 am. 5:00 pm. .
Just three hours by bus to the Hualapai reservation overlecking spectacular weast rim.

rross Hoover Dam with Lake Mead views each way. About three hours at canyon
with BBQ Lunch included at Rim lookout. Suggest comfortable shoes, hats and jack-
at Maoderate walking. A new approach to the canyon.
Via Grayline from Riviera. If less than 35 booked Price is $39. @ $89.00 %

Dam - Lake Mead Cruise; 7:45 am. 3:30 pm.

Stern-Wheeler including buffet lunch at nearby Goldstrike Inn.
Via Grayline from Riviera. Free evening in Las Vegas. @ $36.60 - §

Thursday, Oct 31
Hospitality Area Closed Today.
306th Annual Meeting, Riviera Convention Center - 9:30 am.

Option G: Ladies shopping. Motorcoach, 9:00 am. Noon

Belz Factory Outlet World - A mall covered and air-conditioned. 70 stores
with discounts from 20% - 70%. Wonderful variety of accessories,

books, audio, video, shoes, housewares, jewelry, clothing, adults

and kids, sportswear and equipment, toys, gifts, etc., etc., etc., ete

Via Grayline from Riviera. @ 868.50- %

Included for all registrants

Cocktail party at *Top of Riv" 6:00 - 7:00 pm,
Included for all registrants ||

Deluxe Banquet Dinner including wine, 7:30 pm.
Big Band Dance Party, 8:30 pm. - 11:30 pm.
Souvenir Photos at Banguet - Deliverad There

Included for all registrants
Included for all registrants

Friday, Nov 1
It's over! Orlando Next Year. Hotel Checkout by 11:00 am, please.

Encl. Check for Grand Total § ; ”

Mame

i Hoover : : = ,
Option F itor center at dam, 80-minute cruise on air conditioned feon't above)

Spouse/ Guest Names

Street Address

Your Telephone {

Arrival Date._ [ !

City___

includes new vis

State_ -
) — Your 306 Squadran/ Unit

Las Vegas At Approx . AMPM
e

%ﬂ-—-—-—_‘_‘—-——-—_




